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Perhaps, if we didn’t have the
term NEW jewellery we would
understand our location in the
sequence of design evolution
better. The adjective is a plea for
attention—another ‘look at this’
and usually an equally eager dis-
owning of what ‘went before’.

Elsa Schiaparelli, one of fashion’s
visionaries earlier this century,
designed jewellery too. Her wide
plastic collar, crawling with
metal insects said in the late 30s
what the ‘new jewellery’
movement in Europe represented
in the 70-80s.

The history of jewellery is
implicitly stated in each new
piece. There is no NEW
jewellery—there is only
jewellery, said in different
voices.
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In Barbara Radice’s book
‘lewellery by Architects’ 1987—
she presents a collection of
work designed by 16 of the
worlds top architects and
writes in her foreword—
‘perhaps the most fascinating
thing about these one
hundred and fifty odd pieces
of jewellery is that they have
nothing to do with any other
set of jewellery designed over
the last two thousand years’.
Design is a
dialogue with what we all said,
last week, last year, last century.
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the wearer—the commissioned jewel.

It’s not the piece so
much as the communion.
Since 1984 commissioned
work has been the
most significant part
of my practice. The
commission starts with a
dialogue, a meeting in which
the client presents her view and
| present mine. | negotiate the
license to interpret on behalf of

the client.

My role is to stimulate the
client to express themselves
non-visually—to shift the focus
of their description away from
the end product, the jewel and
the EXTERNAL—one step back
to_the interior, to the function
and to the clients own muses
and symbols. Like walking the
perimeter, we both throw ideas
into the pool. If the jewel is a
memento of an idea, the
jeweller’s role is to enhance the
evolution of the idea into a
personal symbol.

The brief is, then, the collection
of notes, observations, cues and
clues that are the marks from
this encounter. Having the
‘license to interpret’ the brief
the jeweller’s power is not
diluted—her perception of the
client’s needs are enhanced and
her role is to find the metaphor
with which to mirror back the
message. The end result, the
jewel, is informed by two
voices—it is a collaborative
work—it is also uniquely the
work of the jeweller, it is the
next sentence in her monologue.

TOWARDS A CLOSER
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE WEARER AND THE

BODY If the jewel is a
communicator that communicates
outward—it also communicates
inward. While we are moving
into the age of information, right
now we seem to be in a phase
of introversion—seeking more
information about ourselves and
our bodies. Developing our
kinesthetic sensibilities—becoming
perceptive.

An experiment in the dark...
pinpoints of light, when
positioned over the joints of a
human figure enable us to
recognize that figure as human,
when they begin to move. If the
lights are positioned at other
points on the body—Ilets say,
centre of limbs—the messages of
symmetry and movement are
jumbled and we cannot recognize
the human figure.

Similarly the weight and density
of metal circling a finger, a
neck—its presence and
restriction draws our attention
to sites of meaning—enabling us
to recognize our body’s map.
(Remember the 3 Ls?— Location,

Location, Location!) ‘P
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